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The Tense-Aspect System of Qixian Dialect in Shanxi

Shang Wanrong”
School of Culture and Communication, Shandong University, Weihai 264209, China

Abstract: The temporal-aspectual system of the Qixian dialect, a Jin Chinese variety spoken in Shanxi Province,
consists of two interrelated subsystems: a tense system and an aspect system, each exhibiting distinct yet overlapping
grammatical functions. The tense system is tripartite, encoding past, present, and future temporal references through
dedicated morphological and syntactic markers. This study provides a comprehensive analysis of these tense markers,
elucidating their core grammatical functions while also demonstrating their secondary role in expressing modality,
particularly in evidentiality and speaker attitude. The aspect system is further subdivided into dynamic and situational
aspects, reflecting different dimensions of event structure. The dynamic aspect comprises four primary categories:
perfective (denoting completed actions), durative (indicating ongoing states), experiential (marking past experiences),
and continuative (expressing sustained or initiated actions). Notably, the continuative aspect bifurcates into inceptive
(onset of an action) and persistive (continuation of a state) subcategories. Meanwhile, the situational aspect encodes four
distinct event perspectives: the perfect (already realized), past experiential (formerly occurred), prospective (anticipated),
and progressive (currently unfolding). A key finding of this study is the systematic interaction between tense and
situational aspect in Qixian dialect, wherein grammatical markers frequently serve dual functions across these categories.
This functional overlap suggests a tightly integrated temporal-aspectual framework, where tense distinctions often
co-occur with aspectual nuances. Furthermore, the analysis reveals that aspectual markers exhibit greater syntactic
flexibility than tense markers, allowing for pragmatic extensions into modal and discourse functions. These findings
contribute to a deeper understanding of the grammaticalization pathways in Jin dialects and offer comparative insights
into the broader typology of Chinese temporal-aspectual systems.
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Ay, g R e BB ER SR G, (B
FE BB T EARA ] B4R % 4T R, “IE
IRV 1] ) ) 75 S 25— A 75 5 1 A e 4 o
T

3.2.3 BARE: FK[lai’]. HISk[Llai’]. Skk

[lai*®lai’]

MRIFAEI CEIE R flbric LR S e —
HIE TR 7t 2 =) thiedad LR E R [12].
PR SR, RS R A [BES IR (8] X R — A
XA R R i R 5B RE —FH T AA ML RE
SO, BRI TR 2 A2 — 20, DXOIFET5E
SAFERIZE S . A bRC i R i A2 T 5,
EORSHIbREIEA K. KR, SRR, BRI

(81) BB, HFHHERIR.

15 XH “H)” Oy “IEARE” bRid.
16 XL M R E .
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(82) R EETC R A ELORIF, SX P RIEEKIG i 11 o

(83) fl AR ULt 2 BT Y TCLEFAIR? YKo BT

RF AR DA TEOLLLEL, S W B3t
K EHHIARAGE, XRAREE . R, A ER
A PR SBE A AR, HH S [ 2 b 2 FEEL A )
B ) IR ARRRAC, F5 A58, T B [ 2 < B,
55 RS RE ) ) P K RIS LA — 2

3.2.4 ¥RAE: Wi’ BH[tia’]

CREPRARTIX AW, X R IV R R RN
T SN FRARDR I T 9% A A2 A R AR N TR T 2
RN IR) A, HobR ] — 8, B tia’). HA
PRFBIInR -

ST E) ] LS B E i e — 2, AT RAARED i, IR
TR RS

g5 BT DU AR EL T 5 T S T S i g
HARER R —F RO T € SONTH K A
AT, Ros TR E UANE, Ed T AT A i
R el oS = B DA R s Nl 1 DN B ER R
REFEY G, HABETRRIE A LRI = A E
k.

3.3 fEbric 5APRC LI

EfnZRE N FUAE (GO DUE RS R GER ) ikt “3h
SMEZ AT VSRR AT, v A A — i
ForiI. [6] "EhSMAE SIS MHESZ A E

(84) MM K EH M.

(85) JUEAINZ IR I, DAATT R 25 2

(86) VRMMZIRIEAT 2 Mz Rt AN,

M THIB ) AT DL 20K SRS HH BT B ] )
B, HXRE E R, SR A L e
SRASBRICTA], 258 € (12 ) B FH <A, OB A,
“Wi R IEAR ARG, X ERRSREE (LS

AR AR MR =K

FRETTE A S MF S W H G LI R A,
RIAREL 7 5 B Rl AT R N A AR AR iC A S bR
0, ZHEDHEFOREFEMEA G THATOIRES . AR
FIF IR 2 Fror:

*2 ARETTF MR SBE L

M SRR (G
(87) Iz T

1 SRtk (B T) +B8A& (T) (88) PRI ACH: T .
(89) KTk T -
. . . (90) BT W5 B FA SR 2R [ SR ok o
i GRA Gl 103 R \
2 SERMA (B F) + Gk B35 i flviiehakainene
. " o o (92) FTEERI/IH
i SR (. TR
3 SRR (B, T) MRS (. M) (08 11 15 st .
4 *sEpfh (5. F) +EAAA CHD =
ik ‘ (94) FEHIEMBLIGTLT
5 Btk (1) +BRE (T) (o5 1o i
e o (96) FOE S P17 AT H (E [k
6 B (1) +HAS Ok, KT (o (e A .
e ; (98) EMHH 2.
45 9 HERE (. N
7 B () SRS (. 1) (o0 ittt
(100) 4Pk 1E T K FAIM
8 Bk (1) +IERE (D (101) ] 11 iE 28 L.
(102) Zh3k T TR IE KM
N \ ‘ (103) R 1 B TR 254 T T -
9 LB CRED +E28& (1) (104) LI F HAE A 7 .
10 TR CFHD +BRE () (105) 3235 H-FR I & 4 (.
11 T CFHD +8RE G (10812 Al — 111 03k 2t 2
12 ELEE CFH +IERE (8) (107) 3R T ELIE G T-2K SEFF R ).
‘ (108) it LI TFHA T«
. s TR
13 Bl OF. ) +88& (1) (109) K 23k B T TR T
14 *EghiE (FF) +BARE G, 150 =
15 *ffhfh OF) +RE (. [t _
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W5 Eag Eayit] ks

16 G OF) +1IEARE () —

17 Z itk G +28E (T (110) E & B ik 4 LRI T
18 *Z PR G +ERE Gl Bk, k) —

19 *Z itk G HEARE (. 1D —

20 Z itk G +IERES () (112) 4 H i 303 7K )

M ERATLLE S, Al 5 Shric Bt
DUBOLNA 20 F, (HEASE T S HsEbhrzs AP HA 14
FHILILA S . NIRRT, IXEEILIAH A T LAy
NP RS PRCES IR IE LI . Horh
#J(90) (96) (100) (101)LA S 28 9 rh 4= fol F) T & T
PRSPLESILIIA.. WHBUIR KRR, JEEgdL
DUV 2 TIESEIEIE DL, — M IR BL ]
DA B SE A E RS L, B H5,
NSIE SR 5 CAREILIUNS, AASHRICLANES: H I

H A A ER NI

AR b RIFFLA L ORGSR, 174 —Fh [
SELGERY, BV VLI V2 77, Bhasfy A<y
TR RFFLLMMAARIL, T NOAREIRIC. Z45
PRI SO VL IEAE BT R R 5 AR e B
V2 X —Hiifi. @l a)(94)F1(95).

B. — /M TFH R ZHUIE LT RAEA — MAEbridfl—
ANEPREIIL, HWAAEZ A Bhrid LI
TEOL. Qi A)97) BRIk L Wik 2. » GEFEXK
T O Hoepr M T EiEnr s, JaTH
GRARRRIL, K 1NBNE, “BF R TE A ARG,
K 2NEARESERL. FIMIX A PSR
FRCH— A ESFRIC .

C. AR AR JL I 13 22 15 At B2 B 1 A I T DA
FHH AL . 4] (100) A1 (102) AT e ik fr) 2 L1 H
AMANESE TR, #OEH T ESRL, 1
FJ(100) RS AR ICIES I, 1M (102)H JEdE 43
Mo MHHEFTLIEH, Shrid—REMNTREH
B, T A bR B R DL B B 07 T G B R 2
J&, AT PUSHE )R BRASPRICZ AT, 1M
A KL

D. &5 20 KA P RFIIESRA LI, — M BLTE
BRI, BIRIRAT N SIPERISh A a7 2R
5E IR B .

4 HEiE
MHTSCAT R W, FBETT S BRI AR RGN 5EH4,

Horphi i R aFEE Z0 . AR (B, ER |
Kook SRS k. Frgidh, maik,
AR 2Pk BT GRE. BRSBTS IERS.
WA R gt rb S IShRic S BhiA 7e 2, K Aric 54&
PRICE G B, AFFEBURAON R M SCINE , T A bR
W SPRCAE SRR th B &, W SR IE
HARELILIMZE, FENIPE TS, HAN
PR BT AH LA

MINBESM LR, +B-EL G I i W AR
HATRA], R a], fRRPRiE. BeR . L i
EIERMTIRE, XN TRF A (20200 sl
A RIS IS B, T T I R AR e 18 4F
HIAER) R, BRI &R 2 b i AR AR RER I i) . < Th B
ML E[13]e FAE A B AR A IR AR Th B AT AP 7 T
FIWr: — 5T, AR — AN BhiE, BT
. AR AN, 2B R R R [R] 515U
WU TIRE; A HBLRR R, MR AT RE ok 4R,
WA RERALR Y. 53— 0, A AR R A
Il B, HIhRERI SO B A E IS SERTHY
BhlE 5 TR, AR fIARIC; 55 0 i) ) 3 22
AAHIE S IIRE .
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