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A Study of the Occurrence of de in Multiple
Modifier-nead Constructions: A Minimalist Approach
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Abstract: The current paper carries out a study on the occurrence of de in multiple-modifier constructions, aiming to
provide an account from the perspective of generative grammar. Based on the semantic relationships between their
attributives, this paper divides the relevant construction into different types, i.e., multiple-modifier constructions are
classified into coordinate structures and progressive structures, and demonstrates that they are distinct in the distribution
and occurrence of de. The framework of multi-layer DeP hypothesis is taken in to explain the construction and derivation
of multiple-modifier constructions. The de in multiple-modifier constructions is viewed as a grammatical marker that
signifies information focus, and trigger attributives raising to check its [+Foc] feature. Multi-de occurs only to convey
specific pragmatic functions, and different modifying relations constrain the focus’ checking, resulting in different
occurrence of de in the relevant constructions. This paper provides a new approach to the depiction of the internal
structure of the multiple modifier-head construction and the explanation of the occurrence of de in the construction.
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