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Abstract: Last Orders is the representative work of Graham Swift, a contemporary British writer. Swift devotes himself
to describing the local life in London and the British characteristics. In the novel, the hero’s funeral journey runs through
the whole text, revealing the bitter life of ordinary London elderly citizens, as well as all kinds of ethical dilemmas and
complicated ethical problems they face. Using the method of literary ethical criticism, this paper interprets the hidden
ethical issues in the novel from three angles: ethical context and historical scene, confusion of ethical identity and
Irrational ethical choices, and reconstruction of ethical order. The lack of ethical responsibility of the protagonists Jack
and Amy prompted them to make irrational ethical choices-abandoning June and betraying family, resulting in the
strangeness and alienation of the relationship between husband and wife, parent-child relationship and friends, showing
contradictions and conflicts between people. After ethical reflection, the characters in the novel actively explored the
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path of self-salvation, and reconstructed the ethical order and rebuilt themselves by making up for their own mistakes
during the funeral. This paper shows the complex and contradictory psychological situation of the bottom people in
modern society and the deep thinking on ethical topics such as life and family, and further explores the ethical thoughts
hidden in Swift’s novels, so as to fully realize the didactic function of literature.
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