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Abstract: Water is one of the most important resources in human life, and is known to one of the Five Elements, namely,
Wu Xing, in Chinese culture. The current study reported in this paper aims to examine water metaphors in ancient and
modern Chinese language, which have been rarely touched on so far in the field of metaphor studies. The main research
question is how Chinese people understand and experience other concepts in terms of water. In this paper, | present 9
kinds of water metaphors: POWER 1S WATER, HUMAN IS WATER, EMOTION IS WATER, TIME IS WATER,
MONEY IS WATER, MOVEMENT IS WATER, VIRTUE IS WATER, THOUGHT IS WATER, and MUSIC IS WATER.
Finally, it is proposed that the understanding of Wu Xing (e.g., Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, and Water) theory is essential to
understand these water metaphors in Chinese culture.
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